
Living Our Mission  
& Vision



Mission

Woodland School develops 
collaborative, creative,  
and confident learners 
with the strength of voice 
to follow their hearts and 
make a difference.



Breaking Down the Mission

 
Woodland School develops collaborative, creative, 
and confident learners1 with the strength of voice2 
to follow their hearts and make a difference.3

1: Nurturing curiosities, passions and social-emotional needs, joyful discovery, 
interdisciplinary learning, engaged problem-solvers, whole-brain thinkers. 2: Character, self-knowledge, self-advocacy, 

self-expression, being seen and heard.

3: Compassionate leadership, real-world problem solving 
to make a difference, strength of heart and mind to live with 
integrity, and a moral compass.



Vision

Innovative, 
compassionate 
stewards creating  
a joyful world.



Breaking Down the Vision

 
Innovative,1 compassionate2 stewards3 

creating a joyful world.4

1: A Woodland education cultivates critical thinkers, life-long 
learners and “outside the box” problem solvers who are committed 
to creating and advancing solutions to the problems of their times.

2: A Woodland education aims to develop students who are empathetic 
towards others and possess strength of character. Their innovation 
is guided by this compassion and focused on the positive benefit 
of others. Compassion is a key characteristic developed through 
Woodland’s nurturing and tight-knit, supportive community.

3: At Woodland, we want our students to be responsible individuals 
and leaders who contribute positively to their families, communities, 
the environment, and the world--now and in the future.

4: Woodland is a joyful place and students take this joy 
and passion out into the world. They are committed to 
engaging in their communities and making innovative 
contributions that change the world for the better. 



The mission of an independent school is the 
wellspring of vision and energy for the school.  
It captures the values and aspirations of the founders, 
the Board of Trustees, and the school’s leadership 
and faculty. It helps guide decisions and helps set 
standards for assessing the school’s curriculum.



In the fall of 2016-2017, Woodland School embarked on the process of re-accreditation with the 
California Association of Independent Schools (CAIS) and Western Association of Schools and  
Colleges (WASC), a large portion of which was dedicated to the introspective “Self-Study” report. 
Multiple energies of the community were engaged in this process and in reviewing the schools purpose 
and goals, including its mission and vision. In tandem with the Self-Study and through a number of 
research efforts over the course of the academic year, Woodland arrived at a new mission and vision, 
both of which were voted for approval by the Board of Trustees on September 6, 2017.  



Community Involvement 
Six Research Efforts  Engaging Board,  
Parents, Students, Faculty, and Staff



Brand 
Workshop  
The workshop 
contained 30-35  
participants 
comprised of 
students, faculty, 
parents and  
Board members.

Parent Survey 
One survey request 
was made per family 
and 158 families 
responded.

Parent Focus Groups 
Approximately 30 parents participated in focus 
groups consisiting of six to eight people.

Student 
Focus Groups 
Approximately 263 
students participated; 
nearly all of K-8.

Faculty Forum 
Approximately 65 
faculty participated; 
nearly all of our faculty 
and staff.

Faculty Written 
Reflections 
 We collected 20 
responses.



This school 
is such a 
joyful place. 

We are a small school, 
but have way more spirit 
and sense of home when 
I come here than when I 
visit other schools.

I always knew this 
school was special,  
but now I got to 
hear about it from 
others too.Student 

(Brand Workshop)

Student 
(Brand Workshop)

Parent 
(Survey)

Faculty Member 
(Faculty Focus Group)

Empowering kids by giving 
them a voice...[and] leadership 
positions to better the school, their 
community, the environment, etc. 
are all wonderful character-building 
experiences that can forever 
impact their lives and future.



Parent 
(Survey)



360 La Cuesta Drive 
Portola Valley, CA 94028 

650-854-9065 
www.woodland-school.org

facebook.com/woodlandpk8 
twitter.com/woodlandpk8 

vimeo.com/woodland


