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 Julia Alvarez is a Latin-American author who currently lives in 

Vermont. Julia inspired Latina authors by being one of the most successful 

Latina authors of her time, she wrote the first Dominican Republic book to 

be recognized by the United States when former President Obama 

presented Julia with an award. Julia Alvarez is a latino poet and author. 

Julia was born in New York City, March 27, 1950. She is now sixty-seven. 

When Julia was only three months old she moved to her parent’s 

homeland, de Republica Dominicana. When she was ten, her family fled 

the Dominican Republic because her father was trying to overthrow the 

dictator. “How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents” is based on that event in 

her life. Most of her books explore her identity a little, how she struggled 

being an immigrant. Julia went to school at Middlebury College, in Vermont 

and graduated in 1971. She was an English Professor at Middlebury 

College. It is ranked number six in National Liberal Arts Colleges. She 

earned her master’s degree at Syracuse University, in Syracuse, New York 

and graduated in 1975. She got married to Bill Eichner in 1989. In the 



1990’s, Julia and Bill bought a 60 acre farm in the Dominican Republic. 

They named it ‘Alta Gracia’, which means ‘high grace’ in English. Julia won 

many awards such as, Pura Belpre for writing, Americas Awards for books 

for young readers, Hispanic Heritage Award for Literature, F. Scott 

Fitzgerald Award for outstanding achievement in American Literature, and 

the National Medal of Arts, which was presented by Barack Obama on July 

28, 2014. In the past few years, she has served as a writer-in-residence at 

Middlebury College. Julia says that the bad part of being a Latina author is 

“people want to make me a salesperson. There is no sales person! There 

are many realities, different shades and classes”, “La gente quiere 

hacerme una persona de ventas. !No hay vendedora! Hay muchas 

realidades, diferentes y clases.” Julia has said many inspiring quotes of her 

own such as “The point is not to pay back kindness, but to pass it on”, and 

“A novel is not, after all, an historic document, but a way to travel through 

the human heart.”, and “Don’t plan it at all. Let life surprise you a little”. Mi 

parte favorita de mi poema favorito es “The Other Side, El Otro Lado: 

There is nothing left to cry for, nothing left but the story of our family’s 

grand adventure, from one language to another. ‘Bilingual Sestina’ 

speaking two languages on a six lined poem and ‘El Otro Lado’, The Other 

Side, are  also some of my favorite poems of hers. Julia Alvarez’ books and 

life have inspired more Latina-Authors to share their voice with the world. 

Julia es un cambio de vida. 


