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By way of introduction, my name is Kevin Nadolski, and I am a priest with the Oblates of St. 
Francis de Sales, living and working in Wilmington, DE.  But perhaps more importantly today, I 
am just the guy who was the chaplain intern here in 1996-97 when I was in the seminary.  I 
would like to give a special shout-out to the class of 1998 who really influenced my vision of 
church and most especially taught me how essential women in the church are to its life.  Thanks 
for an absolutely critical experiential lesson I would have otherwise never had.  And, they also 
fed me very, very well during my many visits to the Playroom.  
 
Today, we have quite a lot to celebrate.  It is Reunion Weekend with a special welcome to 
classes in the 3s and 8s.  We are breaking ground on Berchmans Hall—and the Saints Connector. 
We give thanks to larger Visitation Community, especially the chairs, for its generosity in raising 
a record $25 million.  We praise God for the gift and forward-moving vision of Sr. Mary 
Berchmans, a Visitation legend, who just yesterday marked 66 years of profession of vows as 
sister in the Visitation of Holy Mary monastery.  And, we also celebrate the great gift of the 
resurrection of Jesus on this fifth Sunday of Easter.  Whew!  I hope this mass is over before 
midnight! 
 
At the center of all of these great moments we celebrate is Jesus.  This is why we come to this 
table to hear his word and be nourished on his body and blood.  Because Jesus is at the center of 
our lives.  
 
On Friday on the phone, our esteemed leader Dan Kerns was tutoring me on all of today’s 
events, and I asked him how the school came up with the name “Saints Connector” for the 
construction project that is part of the campaign.  He laughed and told me that if I was willing to 
make a sizeable gift it could be called the Fr. Kevin Connector or the O’Malley Connector or 
whatever name gives that gift.  Dan, with fundraising skills like that, no wonder you exceeded 
the campaign goal by $2 million.  As we may know, the Saints Connector will be a glass 
enclosed space for learning and recreation between St. Joseph’s Hall and St. Bernard Library, 
thus, the name Saints Connector.  
 
Dan, while I hope you get more money to advance the mission of our great school, I hope that 
you keep the name Saints Connector, for I find in it a lovely image for the mission of Visitation 
and the mission of the Gospel we are all called to follow as baptized Christians.  We are called to 
connect with saints, we are called to connect others with saints, and we are called to become 
saints in the process.  
 
When we think of saintliness, we reasonably think of holiness.  However, when we think of 
holiness, we might think of contemplative silence, religious piety, and spiritual practice, or 
constant prayerfulness.  Yes, these behaviors are praiseworthy, but they do not equate to 
holiness.  Just two weeks ago, Pope Francis released an important apostolic exhortation called 
“Rejoice and Be Glad” in which he talked about a very Salesian theme: the universal call to 
holiness.  That every last person is called to be holy.  And, he did something pretty radical.  He 
defined holiness as charity.  Being a person of charity in whatever walk of life we find ourselves. 
Sounds like Pope Francis de Sales to me.  He gave the example of a woman shopping who resists 



the temptation to gossip and then returns home to comfort a struggling adolescent.  We don’t 
need more examples, for we are all smart—and holy enough—to know how and where we can 
practice charity in our own lives.  As the second reading tells us: Let us love in deed and in truth. 
To be holy is to live charity, and to live charity is to live Jesus.  
 
In this Easter gospel, we see Jesus using the image of the vine and the branches.  The great 
theologian Monica Hellwig tells us that Jesus used this image to show us how much becomes 
possible in the risen Christ.  Things that we are not capable of achieving on our own, of 
undreamed-of Easter possibilities, like eternal life in heaven being stronger than suffering and 
death, like having a life of joy and meaning even when our life turns out differently than we 
expected, planned, or hoped, like having our mistakes and failures not define or determine our 
futures because God forgives and forgets our past, even when we don’t, like a rich experience of 
justice and peace where violence, racism, and economic inequality do not dictate the quality of 
our lives and the lives of our neighbors, near and far, like falling in love and feeling joy and pain 
that is redeemed in grace.  This gospel image of the vine and the branches speaks of, among 
other things, an “intimate communion of life,” Hellwig tells us (Hellwig, 191).  Isn’t true 
intimacy an experience of love that is our true home, where we can rest in peace?  For all of us, 
the vine who is Jesus can be an umbilical cord of grace that connects us to all the people and 
places we desire to be connected to—from birth to death and beyond, for our primary connection 
is Jesus.  Because of our baptism, we are all called to an intimate communion of life—life in 
Jesus that spurs and impels us to live Jesus.  
 
Yes, we have a saints connector deep within us, for we are attached to Jesus.  This month’s 
Salesian virtue is simplicity.  Our great school is located in a city known for complexity and 
complications.  A sad incivility seems to govern those govern.  The mission of our great school 
is to connect the Gospel to all our decisions, large and small.  Our students and their families go 
beyond the green gate not just to drive gently but to drive Jesus into every into last intersection 
of life and love, of justice and peace, of triumph and tragedy.  This is not a complex mission, but 
it is a profound one.  And, when we are connected to Jesus, like a simple branch to a vine, we 
can be holy, we can be saints, because we live charity.  We live Jesus.  
 
Our great school takes its name from the connection between two women.  Mary and Elizabeth 
connected in charity when both were in a moment of tremendous vulnerability and need.  No 
doubt, they comforted each other, reassured each other, shared their fears and hopes, and 
probably laughed in incredulity after they cried tears of worry.  Above all, this school is 
dedicated to teaching young women the sacred art of relationship.  Of connecting with 
another in need or in fun or in service to others.  Of connecting to God through the power of the 
Holy Spirit in prayer.  Of connecting to those who are poor and recognizing our responsibility to 
lighten their burden.  
 
Reunion weekend celebrates these connections and their endurance.  The generosity of our 
benefactors celebrates their connection with a mission that changes lives.  Our joy at the 65th 
jubilee of Sr. Mary Berchmans acclaims the grace of God in your life, Sister.  Your fidelity, your 
commitment, and most especially your charity.  On this Easter day, we rejoice in the 
Resurrection of Jesus and how his empty tomb empowers the fullness of our lives, at whose 
center is Jesus.  


