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February 1, 2018

Dear Town Community,

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I am delighted to announce the appointment of Dr. Douglas 
Brophy as Town’s next Head of School, effective July 1, 2018. 

Doug brings an impressive track record of success throughout his career – initially during nearly 
a decade as an attorney, then in his 20 years in education first as a teacher, and most recently as 
Academic Dean at Spence. The breadth of his current role, which encompasses leadership in 
curriculum design, faculty hiring, professional development, and diversity initiatives, has prepared 
Doug well for his new position at Town. He has developed and implemented strategic goals at 
Spence that resulted in innovative evolution of curriculum and a more inclusive community. Doug’s 
leadership style is rooted in clarity, transparency, and collaboration. His vision for educational 
excellence, with students at the center of all decisions and educators who consistently advance 
their own learning in service of our children, is well positioned to help Town grow, evolve, and 
differentiate itself in an ever-changing educational environment. (To learn more about Doug’s 
background and our search process, visit thetownschool.org/headannounce.) 

Instrumental in the Search Committee members ranking Doug as their top choice among the 54 
applicants from across the country were outstanding reference calls with those who know Doug 
well and have worked closely with him. They consistently described Doug as collaborative, 
genuine, and approachable, and they cited his ongoing success in developing the strategic vision 
needed for a school to become an even more successful place for students and faculty. 

In his personal life, Doug loves music, hiking with his wife and daughter, 
backpacking in national parks with friends, and reading with his family (they 
just finished Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban). All of us at Town 
welcome Doug, his wife Barbara (a teaching internist for NYU working at 
Bellevue Hospital), and their young daughter Allegra to our community. 
They are just as excited to be coming to Town as we are to have them.

This announcement represents the culmination of a comprehensive search 
process informed by the shared values and voices of all Town constituencies. 
The Search Committee of Trustees, current and former parents, current 
faculty and staff, and a Town alumnus spent countless hours reviewing 
candidate materials, conducting in-person interviews, evaluating in-depth reference calls, assessing 
finalists during their two-day visits, and considering over 400 survey responses from the Town 
community. It is difficult to find the words to acknowledge with gratitude the extraordinary 
leadership provided throughout the search by Search Committee Co-Chairs Valerie Russo and 
Karyn Kornfeld. 
 

Thank you to every member of our school community for your investment in Town and your 
engagement and participation in our Head of School search. A thoughtful transition process in 
partnership with Tony Featherston is already underway, and we will soon schedule opportunities for 
all Town community members to meet and get to know Doug over the coming months. 

Sincerely,

Marc Stern
Chair, Board of Trustees

https://thetownschool.org/headannounce

